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6.1 THE HIDDEN REGIONAL LAYER:
LOST ARCHITECTURE /URBANISM

Don’t glorify, but don’t forget the past!

“Building up a touristic product as a historic layer of Capital Region
as well as a cultural-natural itinerary of the Dajti-Adriatic Regional Park”

Besnik Aliaj, Sotir Dhamo, Elvan Dajko, Ledian Bregasi

& Urban Design Studio

Polis University, Tirana Albania

Albania and especially its capital— Tirana
— has a wealth of assets inherited for its
communist past. Many housing and admin-
istrative buildings, as well as a network
of bunkers of all kinds and sizes, includ-
ing war museums, socialist art galleries,
the dictator’s mausoleum, cemeteries and
other symbols of the communist regime
despite being neglected, maltreated or
destroyed during last two decades, have
always attracted the attention of foreign
visitors. The attention paid to such a ty-
pology of art, architecture and urbanism
called “Lost Architecture” is increasingly
growing, but the point is how to do it2

Indeed, this has been steering tough and
long politicized public debates further fu-
eled by politics of the day. Of course, the
point is to respect victims (and families)
of past dictatorship; avoid glorification
of the past, while using the remaining as-
sets and heritage for economic purposes
and growth of tourism. The point is evi-
dencing the megalomania and craziness
of the past regime, and further create
an alternative cultural itinerary through-
out three main steps: i) the heavy bunker
shelters and military installments of the
Dajti mountain areaq; ii) the communist ar-
chitecture mainly located in the city cen-
ter (including a few residential housing
blocks; the National History Museum, the
‘Pyramid’ or ex-museum of the dictator;

the politburo residential area in downtown
Tirana otherwise known as the “Block”, etc;
ii) the network of bunkers and military in-
stallments spread along rural-agricultural
territory and on the coastal area of the
Tirana-Durres Corridor.

The concept is briefly represented below
by few images of the Polis University’s
projects over the last 5 years according
to a regional strategy that is mixing such
a layer with the layer of Daijti-Adriatic
regional park theme, which includes the
‘green crown’ of Tirana - a huge green
planting project during the communist era
— that still remains a useful ‘green lungs’
for the Tirana region and must be further
reinforced by the itinerary of pedestrian
paths along hills. There are several bel-
vedere and panoramic balconies up in
the hills which can be used to hike, ride
bikes, walk, and run or spend health-ori-
ented weekends there. This project is also
emphasized by the layer of rivers and
creeks which can be carefully refurbished
and maintained not only environmentally
speaking but also as a new infrastruc-
ture for pedestrian culture in Albania.
All these elements along with the previ-
ous projects introduced in this book, show
how authorities can redevelop the Tirana-
Airport corridor going beyond superficial
interventions, and promoting modern ur-
ban-territorial governance.



Social tensions in regard with Political Positions to the Past Regime, 2014
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Lost Architecture itinerary at regional and city scale, POLIS University 2010
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Holocaust Memorial, Berlin



168

169

Surreal Lost Architecture project, Surrel
EKG, Socialist Realism Museum & and Books
Archive, POLIS University 2010



Surreal Lost Architecture project, Surrel
EKG, Socialist Realism Museum & and Books
Archive, POLIS University 2010
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Surreal Lost Architecture project, Surrel EKG, Socialist Realism Museum & and Books Archive, POLIS University 2010
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Winner of International competition for the re-activation of the Pyramid Building and Square,
TAW Tirana Architecture Weeks, POLIS University 2014
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Winner of International competition for the re-activation of the Pyramid Building and Square,
TAW Tirana Architecture Weeks, POLIS University 2014
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Bed & Bunker Project, Reactivating Bunkers for Tourism Purposes,
POLIS University & Mainz University Germany TAW 2012
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