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Conference Theme and Rationale 

Albania, along with other Western Balkan countries, has undergone signi�cant economic, social, 
and political changes in recent years. As a result, housing, planning, and the resilient management 
of territorial development have emerged as critical issues. �is is because these regions face sig-
ni�cant challenges in providing a�ordable housing, addressing the impact of urbanization on the 
environment, fostering evidence-based decision-making on the territory, and bringing forth the 
commitments towards climate neutrality.

�e organizers use the term “multi-modality” to de�ne complex situations (in matters of territo-
rial planning, management, architecture, housing, public space, technology, etc.) that have histor-
ically encompassed Western Balkans and Mediterranean cities in a logic of coexistence and value 
co-creation. A combination of knowledge and heritage that throughout time and history have 
given life to civilization in this region of Europe. �e active involvement of Albania in the existing 
network of the Mediterranean Basin and the EU, through a joint action plan with UN / UNECE, 
and the Albanian and regional authorities, including reputable scienti�c bodies such as the Acad-
emy of Sciences of Albania, makes this conference even more intriguing to explore fascinating 
areas of research. �e conclusions, to be considered as a stage for open innovation, will include 
recommendations for further scienti�c and applied research, projects, and events.
 
�e geographical focus of the conference covers three dimensions: i) Albania; ii) the Western Bal-
kans; iii) Euro-Mediterranean countries. POLIS University aims to focus on the above-mentioned 
research areas that are of common interest to both Western Balkans and Mediterranean cities, 
including, but not limited to: housing policies, urban history and architecture typology, innova-
tion and digitalization in urbanism, energy e�ciency, resilience and environmental sustainability, 
governance and smart technologies for city management, education and gender aspects in urban 
planning research.    
 
In this regard the main aim of this international conference is to bring together scholars, policy-
makers, and practitioners to examine the pressing issues of housing, planning, and land develop-
ment in these regions, in a context of transition fatigue, climate challenges and post-pandemic 
realities.  



Issues of Housing, Planning, and Resilient Development of 
the Territory Towards Euro-Mediterranean Perspectives

Conference Aim 

�e main aim of this international conference is to bring together researchers, policy makers and 
practitioners to examine the urgent issues of housing, planning and land development in these 
regions, in a context of transition, climate challenges and post-pandemic realities.

Objective

-Consolidation of the cooperation network between Albanian and non-Albanian researchers, 
lecturers, managers, with the aim of participating in joint research projects at the regional and 
international level;
-Support of local authorities with contemporary data, on the state of housing issues, planning and 
sustainable urban and environmental management, as well as representatives of public and private 
institutions operating in this �eld.

�e conference is organized by POLIS University (U_POLIS) in cooperation with the Academy of 
Science of Albania, and supported by other local and international partners.
 In the framework of resilience, the main conference theme is devoted to Issues of Housing, Plan-
ning, and Resilient Development of the Territory from a Euro-Mediterranean Perspective, includ-
ing Albania, Western Balkans and the Mediterranean Basin. �is event aims to bring together 
academics, policymakers, researchers, experts, practitioners, and stakeholders from diverse back-
grounds to discuss and address critical challenges related to housing, urban planning, and the 
development of resilient territories.
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Abstract
Economic and social rights have been a�rmed since 1976 in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights but the globalization, huge economic di�erences, and �nancial and health crises that hap-
pened during the last decade have brought them into focus. Economic and social rights include 
the rights to adequate housing, education, health, work and food. �ese rights belong to every 
human being, regardless of age, sex, nationality, ethnicity, religion, race, wealth or any other status. 
Recognition and respect of these rights is today a challenge for all defenders of human rights, such 
as institutions, NGOs and academics. A human rights economy places people and the planet at the 
heart of the economic policies, investment decisions, consumer choices and business models and 
this will help in completing the ambition of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals 
(Türk,2023). Ten years ago, the World Bank in collaboration with the Human Rights Measurement 
Initiative developed the economic and social rights performance score, in order measure how 
e�ectively countries use their economic resources to ensure the ful�lment of economic and social 
rights. But which is the status of Albania regarding the economic and social rights? If we refer to 
data provided by People’s Advocate, the Albanian NHRI, in 2021 there were 32 complaints about 
non-adequate housing, 101 complaints for education, 97 complaints for healthcare, 51 complaints 
regarding the right to work and 72 complaints for non-adequate food. Comparing these �gures 
with the total number of 1,630 complaints about human rights violations is clear that they are very 
low due to the fact that individuals are not aware of having these rights and don’t �ght to be part 
of the policymaking. 
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Introduction:
 In the literature there is a debate regarding the de�nition of human rights, according to Donnel-
ly if we speak on a basic level, human rights are “the rights one has simply because one is a hu-
man being” (Donnelly, 2008).  �e Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UNHR) was dra�ed 
and proclaimed a�er the second world war, by all leaders of the United Nations. In UNHR is 
stated that “all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights” and “everyone is en-
titled to all the rights and freedoms outlined in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, 
such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status”. Since 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights has been 
considered a foundation stone and is well accepted as a common standard for all countries. It 
guarantees to every individual 30 basic human rights including the right to life, education, equal-
ity, freedom of speech and thought, religion, adequate living etc. Human rights are declared to 
be universal and claimed equally for all human beings, present and future (Weston, 2023). �is 
means that we are all entitled to human rights, and they should not be taken away. UNHR does 
not classify human rights, but in the literature, we can �nd di�erent divisions. In the framework 
of this paper, we will use the classi�cation of human rights as explained by Vasak, 1977. Accord-
ing to Karel Vasak, 1977, developed the generation of human rights and divided them into three 
main categories: civil-political, economic-social and cultural. 
-�e �rst generation includes civil and political rights, which are considered fundamental rights 
since they are related exclusively to the freedom of every human being. �ey were considered to 
be ‘absolute’ and ‘immediate’ (Eide, 2001). �is category of rights is included under the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). 
-�e second generation includes economic and social rights, which focus on the quality of life. 
�ey were held to be programmatic, to be realized gradually, and therefore not a
matter of rights (Eide, 2001).  �ese rights are included under the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).
-�e third generation includes cultural rights, which focus mostly on the right to peace, solidar-
ity, clean environment (Wellman, 2000). �is third category is new but is already included under 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).
It is very important to mention that all human rights, regardless to which category they belong, 
are interrelated, interdependent and indivisible. For the purpose of this paper, we will focus 
on the second generation of human rights, economic and social rights. According to history, eco-
nomic and social rights became important during the Cold War and the urgent need of Western 
countries to �nd a relation between poverty and the communist economic system (OHCHR, 
2016). Economic rights are focused more on the right to be free of slavery and servitude and the 
right to be free of poverty, so they are correlated with social rights (USAID, 2017). Economic 
and social rights have an impact on the standard of living. Since 1991, Albania has rati�ed the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). Economic and 
social rights are part of the Albanian Constitution, under Part IV “Economic, social, cultural 
rights and freedom”, in articles 49 to 59 and the National Human Rights Institution has a man-
date to promote and defend the Albanian citizens from the violation of this category of rights is 
Albanian Ombudsman.

An overview on economic and social rights:
Discussions between researchers, non-pro�t organizations, academics and national/international 
human rights institutions regarding human rights have increased during the last two decades. 
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Economic and social rights return in focus, prompted by the �nancial crisis, con�icts between 
countries and the COVID-19 pandemic, so today all actors are paying attention to studies, articles, 
new programs and politics to suggest legal improvements to promote the respect of economic 
and social rights. According to the Sustainable Development Goals Report 2023, COVID-19 and 
the war in Ukraine reversed the progress of poverty reduction over the past 25 years taking into 
consideration that over 90% of the SDG goals correspond to human rights obligations (Rattray, 
2019), they played an important role in including economic and social rights in 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development . �e main goal of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is to 
put an end to poverty and envisages “a world of universal respect for human rights and human 
dignity, the rule of law, justice, equality and non-discrimination”. High Commissioner, Türk, be-
lieves that “a human rights economy places people and the planet at the heart of the economic pol-
icies, investment decisions, consumer choices and business models and this will help to complete 
the ambition of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals” (Türk,2023). 

Economic and social rights are de�ned as human rights that are related to our ability to live in 
dignity and participate in our society. �ey include rights related to the workplace, social security, 
and access to housing, food, water, health care and education. �ey include the right to fair wages 
and equal pay; the right to adequate protection of income in the event of unemployment, sickness 
or old age; and the right to an adequate standard of living (Mclsaac, 2023). As we have already 
mentioned in the introduction, human rights are indivisible and interdependent, this means that 
one set of rights can’t be enjoyed fully without the others. So, economic and social rights are im-
portant to be protected because failing to protect them will cause negative e�ects, a�ect numerous 
people, cause con�icts and lead to violation of other human rights (OHCHR,2008). At the mo-
ment a country rati�es the ICESCR, the state has accepted to complete three main duties under 
international law, to respect, protect and ful�ll the economic and social rights. �ese three duties 
are known in the literature as “the obligation of state”. �e state’s obligation “to respect” means that 
the state should not interfere in the citizens enjoyment of economic and social rights. Meanwhile, 
the obligation “to protect” represents all actions a government should take to prevent third parties 
from interfering with citizens’ enjoyment of their economic and social rights. �e last duty is “to 
ful�ll” which requires the government to take measures that will guarantee citizens claim their 
economic and social rights. According to ICESCR, the state mast take action to ensure and im-
prove the enjoyment of economic and social rights over time and this can be done in three steps: 
- First, rati�cation of international human rights treaties, the codi�cation of the econom-
ic and social rights in the national legislation, so they can be recognized as rights. Dra�ing and 
implementing strategies, policies and action plans, that help the state show its commitment to 
ful�lling these rights; 
- Second, set a minimum core obligation for each speci�c economic and social rights, that 
ensure citizens will enjoy at least the basic and essential level of the right;
- �ird, the state has an obligation to progressively ful�ll the right to food, housing, work, 
health and education, by using its maximum available resources. All the measures taken by the 
state should be non-retrogressive, which means not leading to the deterioration of existing rights 
enjoyment levels and non-use laws, policies and practices which are discriminatory in e�ect. If the 
state, fails to complete the three main obligations mentioned above this means that the economic 
and social rights of the individuals are violated. 
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Actual status of economic and social rights in Albania:
According to the Annual Reports of the Albanian NHRI, for two consecutive years 2022 and 
2021, Albanian citizens complained about violations of economic and social rights only 8% out 
of 5,837 complaints registered in total during 2022 and 6% out of 6,264 complaints registered in 
total during 2021. 

We believe that �gures show that Albanian citizens have a gap of information about their eco-
nomic and social rights in comparison with civil and political rights.   

Figure 1: Complaints about violation of economic and social right versus total complaints
Source: Albanian Ombudsman (2022,2021)

Source: Albanian Ombudsman (2022)
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If we take into consideration the o�cial data published by the World Bank, GDP growth of 
4.8%, at-risk poverty rate of 21.8%, unemployment rate of 11.8%, in�ation rate of 6.7%, housing 
problems caused by the earthquake of November 2019 and the slow process of reconstruction, 
the low level of complaints of Albanian citizens related to economic and social rights is due to 
the gap of information about these rights.

Petel and Putten (2021) have studied the relationship between economic growth and econom-
ic-social rights. According to their study, countries that have a low level of economic growth or a 
decline in economic growth should have a high level of violation of economic and social rights, 
this happens because the state fails to complete its obligation to respect, protect and ful�ll this 
category of rights. �e data provided by the Albanian NHRI and o�cial �nancial data published 
by national/international institutions do not show this kind of relationship for Albania and during 
this research, we aim to �nd out more about it.  
For the same period, 2022-2021, we have shown in the table below how the complaints about 
violation of economic and social rights are divided into speci�c rights. As we can see, for 2022 the 
major number of complaints is related to the right to health with 41%, followed by the right to 
food and housing which are let’s say at the same level. It was not the same situation in 2021, when 
the major number of complaints corresponded to the right to education with 28%, followed by 
the right to health. 
According to the Albanian Ombudsman’s annual report, during 2022, the right to house (Art. 11) 
remains complex and is one of the most important social issues in Albania. �e municipalities 
have no transparency regarding the management of social housing programs and services o�ered 
in cases of inadequate living houses, emergencies for reconstruction, �ooding and arbitrary de-
privement of property for the reconstruction process due to the earthquake as per Normative Act 
no. 9, date 16.12.2019 “For facing the consequences of natural disaster”. �e right to work (Art 6,7) 

Figure 3: Albania GPD per capita growth, annual in %
Source: World Bank (2023)
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in Albania is related mainly to the right to a regular legal processes at an Administrative Court. 

�e main violations of the right to work are linked with dismissals, transfers and recruiting pro-
cess in the public administration for civil servants and those who are working under contracts 
based on the Labour Code. Albania is far from �ghting for favorable working conditions and 
protection against unemployment. Right to food is seen from the Albanian NHRI mostly related 
to consumer protection. �e Albanian citizens complain more about public corporates that o�er 
utility services such as OSSHEE and UKT. In the majority of cases, the NHRI has recommended 
the improvement of internal procedures of these public corporations. �e right to health (Art. 
25) as mentioned in the Preamble of the Constitution of the World Health Organization (WHO) 
is a fundamental right to all human beings, this means that if the right to health is violated every 
individual can’t exercise the right to education, work, house and viscera. �e Albanian state based 
on the Constitution of the Republic of Albania has the obligation in collaboration with privatly 
owned companies ensure Albanian citizens with a higher standard of healthcare services. �e 
healthcare system should be designed to match all needs of the population equally, with e�ciency 
and responsibility. �e facts show that there is a lot of inequality regarding the use of services of 
the healthcare system o�ered by the Albanian state. First, the vulnerable groups in most cases 
don’t receive the needed services. Second, the healthcare system does not o�er equal services relat-
ed to geographical distribution. �ird, some healthcare services are still on payment and can not 
be a�orded by all Albanian citizens such as Romas, Egyptians, pensioners etc. Right to education 
(Art. 13) is a fundamental right, since it depends on the exercise of all other human rights, espe-
cially economic and social rights. �rough the right to education, states promote individual free-
dom, and empowerment and receive in exchange bene�ts from the progress. United Nations and 
the United Nations Educational, Scienti�c and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) have developed 
an international legal instrument to promote, protect and ful�ll the right to education for the im-
plementation of SDG 4 -Education 2030 Agenda that aims to ensure inclusive and equitable qual-
ity education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. �ese legal instruments such as 
declarations, conventions, recommendations, and framework of actions elaborated by UNESCO 
ensure that any individual without discrimination has a proper education. Since Albania is in the 
process of EU integration, the state is undertaking long-term reforms in the education system. 
Based on complaints about the violation of the right to education, the Albanian Ombudsman 
declare that legal discrimination is not a problem anymore, but there are a lot of cases of discrimi-
nation out of sight regarding the right to education. So, the right to education remains problematic 
also for 2022 (Albanian Ombudsman, 2022).

Table 1: Details about complaints on economic and social rights of Albanian citizens
Source: Albanian Ombudsman (2022,2021)
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Conceptual framework
�e objective of this research to monitor the Albanian state’s performance in meeting the obli-
gations of ICESCR regarding the �ve economic and social rights. Based on the literature review, 
the de�nition and characteristics of human rights, the categorization of human rights, the 
connection between human rights and SGDs, requirements of ICESCR, about state obligations, 
we have drawn a conceptual framework that will guide us in achieving the main objective of this 
research. It’s really important to underline that we can measure the Albanian state performance 
regarding the enjoyment of economic and social rights only if in the analysis we include both 
parts of the medal, the citizens and the state. 

Figure 5: Conceptual framework
Source: Authors 
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�e evaluation of the Albanian state performance in meeting ICESCR obligations to respect, pro-
tect and ful�l economic and social rights, as suggested by the literature review will be divided into 
three main sections answering three speci�c research questions:

-Has Albanian government taken all necessary measures as required by ICESRS to meet the obli-
gation to protect economic and social rights of Albanian citizens?  
-Do all Albanian citizens enjoy a minimal level of economic and social rights, regardless of the 
Albanian state resource level?  
-How is Albanian government facing the challenges of ful�lling the economic and social rights 
of all Albanian citizens? To answer the �rst research question, the literature review suggested that 
we should conduct a qualitative analysis to assess whether the Albanian government has rati�ed 
treaties, codi�ed laws, and implemented strategies for ful�lling human rights commitments. To 
evaluate if the Albanian government has achieved the required minimum core obligation for each 
ESR, regardless of the state resource level, we will do an observation to understand if this minimal 
level of rights is enjoyed by all citizens. Meanwhile, the third question, is more complex, taking 
into consideration that according to the ICESCR, four obligations should be assessed to meas-
ure the Albanian performance of the ESR ful�llment: progressive realization, use of maximum 
resources available, non-discrimination and non-retrogression. �e literature suggests that the 
available resources of a country are represented by the GDP per capita. By combining the GDP per 
capita used by the state to protect, ful�ll and respect ESR and the level of enjoyment of each right 
by citizens we can de�ne if our country has performed as requested by ICESCR.

Methods and procedures:
As shown in section 2.2 we will assess the Albanian performance in meeting obligations of eco-
nomic and social rights divided into three parts, by the requirements of ICESCR and as suggested 
by the literature review. We will use the same methodology used by Mitchell, Baylis and Randolph 
in the research they have done in 2021 to monitor the enjoyment of rights in New Zealand. To 
understand if Albania has taken all necessary measures to complete the obligation “to respect”, 
through ensuring codi�cation of national legislation that explicitly recognizes the right to edu-
cation, right to food, right to house, right to health, right to work and strategies, plans, policies 
explicitly acknowledge that the adequate housing, working, education, food and health protection 
are rights, we will use structural indicators. “Structural indicators re�ect the rati�cation and adop-
tion of legal instruments that show a country or state’s acceptance of and commitment to ful�lling 
a human right. Structural indicators involve looking at the existence and creation of basic insti-
tutional mechanisms that enable the promotion and protection of human rights. Structural indi-
cators o�en re�ect a country’s commitment to the whole right or set of rights” (Mitchell, Baylis, 
Randolph, 2021). Structural indicators will be divided into two groups: structural indicators about 
the codi�cation of national legislation and structural indicators about setting up strategies, action 
plans, policies etc. Regarding the structural indicators of codi�cation of national legislation, we 
will do a quantitative analysis, since we already know the exact number of key international hu-
man rights treaties for each right and we will compare it with the number of rati�ed treaties by the 
state that recognize the rights, to �nd the percentage of compliance. Meanwhile, for the second 
group of structural indicators related to the creation of strategies, plans and policies that explicitly 
recognize the rights we will do a qualitative analysis to better understand if they exist in Albanian 
and if they are under implementation. �e ICESCR requires from every state that has rati�ed 
the convent to ensure to all citizens a minimum essential level of enjoyment of economic and 
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social rights, regardless of the country’s resources. To achieve this, the Albanian state, should set a 
minimum core obligation for each right. During the second part of the research, we will do an ob-
servation regarding the minimum core of each right by using a binary assessment of compliance. 
�e third part of the research is related to the obligation of the state “to ful�ll” and the assessment 
of Albanian’s state performance in meeting this obligation by evaluating the compliance with the 
four criteria mentioned in ICESCR: progressive realization, maximal use of the available resourc-
es, non-regression and non-discrimination.  In this case, we will use empirical methodologies as 
shown in the table 2:

Criteria as per 
ICERSC

Progressive 
realization

the available 
resources

Non-regression

Non-Discrimina-
tion

Methodology

Time series for a 
period of 10 years 
and comparison with 
other Western Balkan 
countries (when 
data is available)

SERF Index and 
HRMI Score

SERF Index and 
HRMI Score

Time series and de-
scriptive analysis

Aim

To see if the indicator trend is moving as 
required by the convent. �e comparative 
analysis will help us understand if Albania 
is moving with the same steps as the other 
countries in our region.

�rough using the SERF Index, we will 
assess if the rate of improvement of ESR is 
increasing faster/slower than the available 
resources of Albania. �e results will be 
compared with the HMRI score for our 
country.

We will see if the indicator trend is con-
stant, improved or decreased over time. 
Based on the result we will score the state 
performance regarding this obligation. 

We will try to �nd if there is a gap or dis-
parity within the time series representing 
sub-group discrimination.

Table 2: Summary of Methodologies for assessing performance on human rights obligations
Source: Mitchell, Baylis, Randolph (2021)
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During this part of the research, we will use process indicators. Process indicators measure the 
ongoing e�orts of governments to transform their structural indicator commitments into desired 
results, they also demonstrate the extent to which a country is meeting its obligations of conduct 
and measure the extent to which a country is meeting its obligations of result. �e indicators if 
taken apart don’t give information and can not be used to measure the performance of a country 
regarding the human rights ful�llment. For this reason, we will compare the results using the 
Economic and Social Rights Performance Score which is an indicator developed by the World 
Bank and Human Rights Measurement Initiative (HRMI), for 10 years, expanded in 171 nations, 
elaborating 131 types of data. �e methodology used to create this dataset was the SERF Index 
which is the abbreviation of the Social and Economic Right Ful�llment Index and was developed 
in 2009 by Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, Terra Lawson-Remer, and Susan Randolph. SERF Index is a tool 
that measures and analyzes the countries’ ful�llment of economic and social rights, relative to 
what can be achieved by the country’s GDP per capita level. (Fukuda-Parr, Lawson-Remer, Ran-
dolph 2009). Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita was a commonly used indicator re�ecting 
the assumption that what mattered was aggregate economic output and productivity (,, 1999). 
For our analysis, we will use the GDP at the national level and GDP per capita for Albania during 
the last 10 years, 2012-2022 to measure the economic resources of our country. �e data will be 
found on the o�cial website of the Albanian Institute of Statistics (INSTAT).  �en, we will choose 
5 indicators from the variety of economic and social indicators, that we believe represent better 
the 5 economic and social rights. �e data about these 5 indicators will come from INSTAT and 
will cover the same period as the data of the economic resource indicators. Based on the literature 
review, we have chosen to use the following indicators for each right and the relation with the SGD 
indicators, as shown in the table 3:

ESR

Right to food

Right to house

Right to health

Right to educa-
tion

Right to work

SDG

1

11

3

4

8

 Goal Indicator

1.4 1.4.1 Proportion of population living in households with ac-
cess to basic services (water, sanitation, condition of dwelling, 
overcrowding, level of education of household head)

11.1 11.1.1 Proportion of urban population living in slums, infor-
mal settlements or inadequate housing

3 3.c.1 Health worker density and distribution

4.4

8.8

4.4.1 Proportion of youth and adults with information and 
communications technology (ICT) skills, by type of skill

8.8.2 Level of national compliance with labour rights
(freedom of association and collective bargaining) based on 
International Labour Organization (ILO) textual sources and 
national legislation, by sex and migrant status.

Table 2: Summary of SGDs indicators for each economic and social right 
Source: Authors
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Based on historical data that we will collect from INSTAT and ILOSTAT (in the case of indicator 
8.8.2), will see the position of Albanian in comparison with the “achievement possibilities fron-
tier” (APF), for every combination of GDP per capita or national GDP and right indicator. GDP 
per capita will be considered as the independent variable and each economic/social indicator will 
be considered as the dependent variable.

Recommendations and follow up
During the literature review and examination of historical data on the complaints about the viola-
tion of human rights in Albania, it is clear that there is a lack of information regarding economic 
and social rights. For this reason, as mentioned in the Resolution of the Parliament of the Republic 
of Albania, the responsible national institutions should be engaged in promoting economic and 
social rights. �rough awareness rising process, it will be possible to record and address the cases 
of ESR violations. �e importance of economic and social rights is high, due to the human rights 
characteristics. If economic and social rights are not promoted, protected and ful�lled, a negative 
e�ect will also be tranfered also in political, civil and cultural rights. 
One of the key messages of UN entities during the meeting held in May 2023, was that every devel-
oping country should work constantly to improve the statistical data to facilitate the calculations 
regarding SDG targets. In Albania, the responsible institution of statistics has started a collabo-
ration with the Albanian national human rights institution that is responsible for the implemen-
tation of SDGs Agenda 2023. �e main purpose of the collaboration is to use the SDG indicators 
to start monitoring the ful�llment of human rights. At the moment all e�orts are focused on the 
SDG indicators that monitor gender equality. Taking into consideration, that OHCHR has asked 
the countries to prioritize the work in three main directions: economic, social and environmental, 
the collaboration between the two institution should be focused on the economic and social rights 
SDGs indicators. �e collection and elaboration of o�cial data for monitoring economic and 
social rights in Albania is emergent. We believe that it is really important for Albanian experts, 
national human rights institution, and organizations �ghting for human rights in Albania to begin 
interpreting the data o�ered by the SERF Index to better understand the situation and identify the 
main points that should be held under observation.  We believe that there is an emergent need for 
research studies in the �eld of human rights, especially economic and social rights, that will help 
the responsible national institutions in measuring the state performance regarding the usage of 
maximum available resources for the progressive ful�llment of Albanian citizens ESRs. Such re-
search studies will help also the state government to manage the �nancial resources in productive 
ways, with a focus on building an economy that advances equality and sustainability.
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