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The "2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development" identifies 17 Objectives 
SDGs (UN 2015) that implicitly formulate 
a j’accuse of the current model of 
world growth and evolution from an 
environmental, economic and social 
point of view, overcoming the idea that 
sustainability is only an environmental 
issue. The 169 goals that the signatory 
countries have committed themselves to 
achieve by 2030 constitute an integrated 
vision of the different dimensions of 
development (UN 2017).
Furthermore, according to some recent 
researches and opinions, we must look 
to the past of the spontaneous rural pre-
industrial villages to write a future in which 
some of the signs and values present in 
them as perennial and lasting heritage 
could be used to regulate the management 
of the economy and territories (Berti 
et al. 2010). A legacy that emerges in a 
deeply diversified way in landscape and 
in the territory (Schlögel, 2009) in which 
the plurimillennial time of biophysical 
processes has produced differences in 
exposure to the sun, winds, humidity, 
temperature, vegetation, species, and 
where the secular time of anthropic 
processes produced stratification of signs, 
senses, cultures, "an attraction for the 
permanent settlement of the most varied 
ethnic groups and a conservation and 
regeneration of their cultures, the diversity 
of languages, attitudes, food, music and 
gestures" (Barca, 2018).
To get to the time of the "narrated 
history", according to the definition given 
by the historian Le Goff, dominated by the 
"infinitely human" (Le Goff,1982), whose 

experience leaves its traces in unofficial 
sources. In this history, time and culture 
are not idealistic and disenchanted Geist of 
an era, but they translate into storytelling, 
myth, story, and the architecture and the 
built environment contain dreams and 
hopes produced by the encounter-clash 
between the individual and collectivity, 
between subordinate and dominant 
classes.
To recover the "teaching of time" of rural 
realities, their material surfaces, images 
and contexts, a first step is to ask how 
the issue can be implemented in public 
heritage policies today with reference 
to issues of climate change, land use, 
environmental risks and slow tourism 
(Dax et al., 2017). What criteria can 
influence these policies: the search for 
temporary constraints with a short-term 
return? Or the definition of long-term 
organic strategies? Or should we instead 
delineate a culture of redevelopment 
and enhancement that foresees forms 
of an organisation centred on models of 
"collective intelligence" (Lévy, 1996)?

A spontaneous intelligence that definitively 
exorcises every sterile reduction of the 
complex problems to which we are 
called to respond, and which becomes 
the background of resilience strategies 
based on anthropic interventions that pay 
attention to the built environment (Garrod 
et al., 2006), but also to processes of 
degradation and induced transformations 
over time and deliver us in the form of 
narratives and inventions of a landscape, 
territorial and local heritage type. In these 
situations, the relationship between 
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hand and "protection-conservation" on 
the other is equally problematic. It is clear 
that considering this heritage of values 
divided by the technological one and by 
experimentation is inconceivable: culture 
always places the roots of its possible 
development in knowledge (European 
Commission, 2017).
In this context, two dimensions overlap 
the large scale of the "protection" 
objectives and the precise scale of the 
"transformation" needs; the supra-
temporal dimension of the diachronic 
continuity of meanings and places, 
and the meticulous one of needs and 
functional needs which are confronted 
with a succession of events in which 
"the chronicle produces history in its 
permanent evolution".
A regeneration process that must, 
therefore, be configured as an internal 
concentration of history and evolution of 
inhabitants and settlements, understood 
as places of knowledge, presence, value, 
the result of human and intangible 
resources that this history has contributed 
to writing; what emerges in this condition 
is that it is no longer enough to recover 
individual buildings within areas that 
are becoming depopulated, but it is 
necessary to intervene on the landscape, 
on widespread hamlets and hubs, on 
public and private goods to engage in 
new landscape-architectural semiotics, 
connected with other sectoral policies 
(Marzano, 2012).

Rurality and Landscaping
At present, in fact, about 28% of the EU 

population lives in mainly inner peripheries 
and rural area, 31.6% lives in small cities 
and suburban areas (intermediate areas), 
and the remaining 40.4 % are concentrated 
in larger cities (Eurostat, 2017).  Across 
the world, the trend towards urbanization 
seems unstoppable; forecasts indicate 
that by 2050 city dwellers will increase 
by 24.1 million, while the population of 
mainly rural areas will decrease by 7.9 
million (OECD, 2016). In the next decades, 
depopulation will affect the internal 
European areas of Spain, France, Germany, 
Poland, Slovenia Romania, Czech Republic, 
Greece and Italy (Verburg, 2010), following 
two different modalities: the first caused 
by the emigration of a class demographic 
in working-age towards the big cities, the 
second connected with the progressive 
ageing of the population of the places, 
a phenomenon which is generally 
accompanied by a low birth rate (Golino et 
al., 2000). 

Despite being considered a symptom and 
not a cause of the rural decline, often due 
also and above all to poor accessibility 
and lack of economic opportunities, 
depopulation represents one of the main 
factors introducing the need to address and 
manage the complexity of the change in 
the inner peripheries - which has produced 
the emergence of new political visions – 
such areas, at least in the declarations of 
principle, have gradually been configured 
less and less as "agricultural" and 
increasingly as "rural development", 
"tourism" policies, "landscaping". In a 
much more incisive way than other forms 
of design, the one that pertains to the 
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inner peripheries tends to present itself as 
a general approach to changes in society 
and the framework of life, capable of 
reading its diversities, proposing places "to 
size" of the community that resides there 
(Dax et al., 2017). These places, where the 
dimension of the past seems to concern 
everyone according to a strong anti-urban 
emphasis,  allow the approach to the 
analysis of the coevolutionary lines of the 
relationship between city and technology 
of local redevelopment, within the thesis 
of a growing realization of collective 

intelligence. With the redevelopment and 
local reuse, and the spread of decentralized 
and widespread production of renewable 
energy, the Gemeinschaft - Gesellschaft 
polar couple seems to resume their share.
When the German sociologist Ferdinand 
Tönnies in 1887 identified the two 
concepts he then translated them into 
two different notions in spatial terms, 
which allowed him to illustrate the 
contrast between village and city, what is 
more secluded and collected is also more 
socializing, images of people that touch 

Fig. 1 / Research on the “Gal dei Monti Lepini” carried out by Prof. Arch. A. Battisti with F. Bernardi, F. 
Bocchini, S. Bocchini
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and speak, scenes of subjective life finally 
recognized and brought to light (Tönnies, 
1887). Gemeinschaft, could literally be 
translated as "sharing what is inside me". 
The local redevelopment is configured 
more often than not as an internal 
concentration of history and evolution of 
the settlement and its inhabitants, places 
of culture understood as the presence/
value of the built environment and as 
a result of the human and immaterial 
resources that this history contributed 
to writing; situations where it clearly 

emerges that it is not enough to recover 
single buildings within areas that are 
gradually becoming depopulated, but it is 
necessary to intervene on fractions and 
widespread hubs on the public and private 
assets to engage connections with other 
sector policies such as tourism, agriculture 
and handicraft (Ricci 2012).
The Europe report Inner peripheries  
(ESPON 2017) identifies three main 
concepts of inner peripherality, each 
characterised by its own drivers and 
impacts and, therefore, by its own 
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Fig. 2 / Research on the “Gal dei Monti Lepini” carried out by Prof. Arch. A. Battisti with F. Bernardi, F. 
Bocchini, S. Bocchini
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intervention possibilities.
In enclaves of low economic potential (IP1) 
the con¬nectivity gap is the long travel time 
to centres of economic activity, leading to 
low “economic potential”. Responses need 
to consider improving connections to main 
transport networks through conventional 
infrastructure improve¬ments, logistics 
systems or travel cost reductions.
In areas with poor access to services of 
general interest (IP2) the emphasis is on 

intra-regional service delivery/access, 
perhaps incorporating novel IT-based 
solutions. Restructuring administrative 
areas in search of scale economies may 
cause or worsen this type of IP.
In areas lacking relational proximity (IP3) 
the emphasis is on non-spatial factors and 
processes leading to low levels of socio-
economic performance. Interventions 
suggest strengthening interaction among 
local actors (Mantino et al. 2017).

Fig. 3 / Research on the “Gal dei Monti Lepini” carried out by Prof. Arch. A. Battisti with F. Bernardi, F. 
Bocchini, S. Bocchini
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Tourism and Sustainable development
The first operation consists in asking how 
the question of legacy cultural heritage is 
implemented in public policies, in particular 
under the pressure of issues such as those 
related to soil consumption and urban 
regeneration factors. Which criteria most 
influence public decisions: the search for 
partial, temporary, or mere constraints, 
but capable of ensuring an immediate 
political return? Or the definition of organic 

strategies? In these new visions, the rural 
spaces are no longer associated purely 
with agricultural commodity production 
but are seen as locations for the 
stimulation of innovative socio-economic 
activity (Corral-Verdugo et al., 2011). 
Some strategies and pilot projects related 
to the rural landscape and slow tourism 
can be identified in some EU Member 
States, combined with the characteristics 
of intelligent villages that aim to combat 
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Fig. 4 / Research on the “Gal dei Monti Lepini” carried out by Prof. Arch. A. Battisti with 
F. Bernardi, F. Bocchini, S. Bocchini
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the main problems of inland areas. In this 
sense, the wide range of multidisciplinary 
contributions present in ongoing research 
in Europe has proven to be valuable, 
capable of evaluating and analyzing, using 
tools borrowed from the experience of 
different professionals (MIBACT, 2017). 
The first challenge concerns, in 
essence, the possibility of 'reading' 
this intertwining of social, economic, 
engineering, and design dynamics, within 
a unitary framework that identifies rural 
depopulation and the strategies that allow 
combating demographic bleeding and the 
loss of young people in rural areas. In this 
sense, the integrated national strategy 
for internal areas in Italy dedicated to 
socio-economic development has been 
developed, affecting about 13 million 
people who live rather far from larger 
urban centres with a rich offer of services. 
In particular, the pilot strategies focus 
on activities to support the innovation of 
local services. This strategy is also found 
in the policies for services in peripheral 
and rural areas developed by Sweden, 
which present a series of strategies in 
support of actions aimed at promoting 
accessibility to private and public services. 
In analogy with these policies, the Law 
for sustainable rural development was 
issued in Spain. Through an integrated 
approach,  such Law aims at the economic 
development of internal areas through 
the enhancement of services generally 
in areas such as education, mobility, 
employment, health, and energy. In light 
of the need to read the interweaving of 
multidimensional dynamics that animate 
the context of the internal areas within 
a single framework, another important 
challenge concerns the promotion of 
the digital transformation of rural areas. 
These strategies aim in particular at 
creating broadband infrastructures and 
improving the exploitation of digital 
opportunities through rural digital hubs, 
co-working centres, and training courses 
for both citizens and entrepreneurs. Some 
of the most promising strategies support 
pilot digital innovations regarding specific 
services.

Conclusions
Following this direction, the topic of 
cooperation among the subjects of the 
supply chain looms up, constituting an 
interesting and, at the same time, an urgent 
reference scenario (Copus et al. 2015). In 
other words, a culture of the internal areas’ 
environmental redevelopment is outlined, 
allowing us to envisage forms of an 
economic, social, and spatial organization 
centred on collective intelligence and the 
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enhancement of the human in its variety. 
An intelligence distributed everywhere, 
continuously enhanced, coordinated in 
real-time, which leads to a profound 
mobilization of resources, definitively 
exorcising every sterile reduction of the 
complex problems to which we are called 
to give answers, and which becomes the 
background, the fertile substratum of 
the resilient city based on the listening 
cycle that pays attention not only to one's 
own surrounding environment but also 
to oneself and one's own internal truth: a 
listening that consists in bringing out the 
numerous ideas, myths, facts, evaluations, 
inventions, and relationships that weave 
the social, the social complex, of its most 
obscure depth.
Equally problematic is the relationship 
between the promotion of the 
development of culture and research 
and that of the protection of the natural, 
historical, and artistic heritage. It is quite 
clear that cultural development split from 
a contextual development of scientific and 
technological research is inconceivable. 
It is equally evident that culture sets 
the roots of its possible development 
in knowledge and, therefore, in the 
enhancement and protection of entire 
environmental, historical and artistic 
heritage, which represents the true 
"cultural essence", rooted for centuries, of 
the Nation. In this logical framework, two 
dimensions overlap: the vast scale defined 
by the basic needs, by the objectives of 
protection and transformation, by the 
geographical and territorial dimension and 
the punctual scale given by the use and 
functional spatialized needs that lead to a 
profound transformation of the lived and 
of territorial management inherited from 
the past. Objectively, the first intervention 
strategies that insist on the processes of 
a geographic organization are undeniably 
ascribable to the second, the strategies 
that put the accent on the measure, on the 
aims, on the uses.
Faced with such a scenario, the renewal of 
governance tools becomes a priority action 
to consolidate regeneration practices and 
trigger circular economy dynamics, as well 
as dialogue and consultation processes, 
within which technical skills can also 
contribute to the construction social 
transformation of the territory.
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